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Congrat‘ulatzons, Me[mark New England
on 10 years of educational excellence
for every student, every day.



“At Melmark
we have learned to
expect progress and
witness miracles —

but seldom in the

same place twice.”

A Message From Our Founder

There are some things that shouldn’t have a price tag on them. People call them priceless. At Melmark we call them
priceless, too. Not because they are out of our range financially but because our hearts are so hopelessly involved we can
hardly believe what we are seeing and hearing and we know nobody will believe us. It could be something as simple as
Sally, swinging safely in a seat large enough to accommodate her frame.

Those are the moments, whether in the classroom or out, when some special Melmark student like Sally astounds us. It
happens long after the lesson is over and done. Perhaps the class is having a break. Believe me, EVERYONE knows what a
break is. Having FUN together. Even the teacher is relaxed and smiling.

And that was the moment when Sally came up with that gem of knowledge so triumphantly. She got it! And did you
see Sally’s face? She was as surprised as her teacher. She was just having fun when it popped right out of her mouth. And
while she was laughing, she gave it back, and the entire class laughed out loud.

At Melmark we have learned to expect progress and witness miracles — but seldom in the same place twice. However,
we have learned to count on it, for it will come. So, we take our “fun” seriously. We purchase innovative recreational items
for adults, adaptive equipment for our outdoor playgrounds, even our beautiful gymnasium boasts equipment designed to
present opportunities for success for the most needy student while we are at fun.

Not only do we take our “fun” seriously, but we recognize that the milieu in which our fun takes place, and the special-
ized equipment it takes to furnish it, demands major dollars and fundraising support. It’s not just a wooden plank for a see-
saw, or a rubber tire for a swing, but some piece of “magic” designed for that special student to accommodate their unique
needs, to encourage them to go higher, relax as they are learning and then watch out as the lessons take on meaning for them.

Living in a unique world fashioned for the developmentally disabled requires hands across that chasm that separates us;
a reaching out with an eye to meeting the need that Melmark faces. It’s not unreasonable; it’s necessary, for the end results
are truly priceless.

Learning by leaps and bounds even in our “fun” times.
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Miggy Krentel
Melissa’s mother



A Message From Our President

Dear friends and families,

When the spring and summer arrive each year, we all
breathe a sigh of relief and look forward to more relaxed
and fun-filled days ahead. In this Messenger, we cele-

brate the joys of this wonderful season.

For our front cover, to celebrate the 10th anniversary
of Melmark New England, we gathered up all the chil-
dren and asked them to pose in front of their new school
in Andover Massachusetts. I'm not sure how our team
up there was able to make this picture happen, but don’t
the children look terrific? Later in the magazine we
zoom in on some of these students as they are making
their summer happen, at the lake house, the amusement
park and riding horseback.

In Pennsylvania, at this time of year, it seems we go
from one celebration to another, with extended school
year and adult programs keeping us grounded in the
work of progress. I don’t know if it’s the warm weather,
longer days or trips to the amusement parks, the beach,
or the Phillies games, but everyone we serve comes to
school or work with increased energy and enthusiasm.
Having fun together builds the social skills, hobbies and

interests that are so important in all our lives.

Dr. Donovan and Rita Gardner, Executive Director, Melmark New England,
visiting one of the classrooms. Also pictured, ABA Classroom Counselor,
Nicole Gillis with Jacob, a Melmark New England student.

Also, in this Messenger we recognize and honor two
outstanding women, both parents, one also, a Board
Member. They are world-renowned artist, Audrey Flack
and the multi-talented, Sharyn Van Reepinghen. In
addition to what each of these women contribute to the
world, they also give their all to Melmark and we are

proud to have them in our family.

So, come along for some summer fun and once again,
many thanks to all of you for your continuing support of

those entrusted to our care.
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Joanne Gillis-Donovan, Ph.D
President and CEO

“At this time of year, it seems
we go from one celebration

to another, with extended
school year and adult
programs keeping us grounded

in the work of progress.”







