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A Message from the

Co-Founder
Dear Families and Friends,

Have you seen those TV ads presenting the
paradox of trying to build a pyramid from
the top down–pyramids with their very tops
hanging from sky hooks patiently waiting for
the bottom of the pyramid to collect itself and
attach top to bottom. Obviously the premise
is laughable. But I thought about Melmark
and how we laid the foundation for the very

same Melmark that is thriving today. Oh so long ago.

In 1965. Think about it. My husband, Paul, was an organic chemist;
a far cry from the credentials needed for founding a facility such as
ours. We had one thing going for us. We had faith. We felt that God
was leading and that He would provide for any lack that we had. And
He did.

And in 1997 Dr. Joanne Gillis-Donovan exhibited faith. She had
faith to believe that she could build on this solid foundation of
mission, backed by parents and supporters that would not only sustain
this home and school that love built, but guide Melmark faithfully
onward and upward. Had it all been a sham, it would have collapsed
long ago. But it did not.

Melmark stands today as a testimony to the vision of two parents
of a child with developmental disabilities, and to you who are reading
this letter.

Today, as you walk through the halls, peer into the classrooms
or visit the group homes, what is it that you feel? Do your eyes see
happiness and love and friendship? Do your jaws drop in amazement
when you see what some of our medically fragile students are able to
accomplish? When you read the goals set by our teaching staff, do you
wonder at their attainability? I did. But let me be the first to surrender.

I have attained eighty-six years of living and it takes a lot to
impress me, believe me. But I stand amazed at our residents’ abilities
and our staff ’s accomplishments. And, last but not least, I admire
the capability of “hanging in there” when the days get long, the body
gets weak, and when it seems that nobody is listening.

Please listen. Then, thank God with us for the world of Melmark.

From the mother of Melissa,

Miggy Krentel
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Dear Family and Friends,

I hope that you all had the opportunity to enjoy the great fall
weather that we experienced in Pennsylvania. Our children and adults
took full advantage of all that autumn offered.

This Messenger highlights the fact that it takes many people with many diverse talents to keep
Melmark running smoothly, but often you don’t know about them because they work Behind The
Scenes. They include Donors, Board Members, Parents and Families, our Social Worker, Recruiters
and Trainers, our Dining Services, our Quality Assurance, Facilities, Finance and Health Care
Departments in Pennsylvania and in New England.

The children and adults we serve are supported by these staff with as much love, enthusiasm,
and dedication as those staff that work directly with them. These less visible staff have continuing
and meaningful relationships with those we serve, over time, and are more involved in their lives
than might be expected. One of the things all of us at Melmark love is that we are a community
who knows each other, enjoys each other, and works successfully together for the greater good of

the those entrusted to our care.

I hope you enjoy your peek
Behind The Scenes.I would be
remiss not to introduce you to a
very special “Behind the Scenes”
group of ladies who have been
supporting us with their time and
financial support, some of them for
as long as Melmark has been in
business – our Women’s Executive
Board (WEB) who tirelessly help
with special events and decorations.

Thank you all so very much for
keeping us in your hearts, for being
interested in what Melmark is
and does, and being partners in
supporting the children and adults
we serve.

I wish everyone the best of the
upcoming holiday season.

Joanne Gillis-Donovan, Ph.D.

President and CEO

A Message from the

President

Dr. Gillis-Donovan
welcomes Congressman
Joe Sestak (PA-07) to
Melmark where he toured
programs and met with
senior leadership to discuss
key issues.

Cyndie Martin standing far left with the Women’s Executive
Board, Dorothy Bond, Louise Elkins, Carolyn Sanville, Anne Parker,
Nancy Buck. Sitting: Tillie Taylor, Nancy Kauffman, Dot Wilhelmy
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Dominic Liberi was born in Philadelphia and has
devoted a great deal of his energies to charitable,
civic, and cultural activities and the betterment of
his community.

Mr. Liberi received a B.A. in Political Science
from Temple University and a J.D. degree from the
Delaware Law School of Widener University where
he was Associate Editor of the Law Review. He is
now a Shareholder and Vice President at the law
firm of Flamm, Boroff & Bacine, PC of Blue Bell,
PA, where his practice includes representation of
individuals, businesses, and banks in corporate law,
real estate, and banking issues. His interests in
community improvement and philanthropy remain
strong. He has served on numerous nonprofit boards
of directors including The Justinian Society and the
Friends of the Italian Studies Center at
the University of Pennsylvania. He currently serves
on the Board of Directors of Casa Farnese, Inc.,
a senior citizens housing complex in Philadelphia,
Eastern State Penitentiary Historic Site in
Philadelphia and Melmark where he serves on
the Finance Committee and as Chairman of the
newly formed Development Committee.

Mr. Liberi enjoys volunteering his expert
assistance in the development of planned giving and
all aspects of fund raising. Prior to his legal career,
Mr. Liberi served as an executive of the American
Cancer Society in Philadelphia, raising millions for
the fight against cancer while cultivating defining
relationships with local and national charitable
donors. As the newly appointed Chairman of the
Melmark Development Committee, Mr. Liberi is
working with a dedicated corps of other volunteers
with high expectations. The group includes Anne
Faulkner Schoemaker, Sharyn VanReepinghen,
Jeffrey S. Mitchell, Richard G. Phillips, Jr., Esq.,
and Eric Zee.

One of Mr. Liberi’s favorite quotes is from
Sir Isaac Newton,

George Linke, Jr., Psy.D., Vice President for Operations, Peter Troy, Executive Vice
President, and Dominic Liberi, Esq. at The Hubert J.P. Schoemaker Classic.

“If I have seen farther,
it is from standing on

the shoulders
of giants.”

Dominic S.
Liberi, Esq.

Dominic Liberi, Board member and chairman
of the Development Committee.

Board of Directors Profile:
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